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 Standing Committee on Dialogue between Civilizations and Human Rights 

Special Task Force on Gender Issues and Equality 

“Domestic Violence” 

Rapporteur:  Hon. Maria da Conceição Pereira (Portugal) 

Resolution unanimously adopted on 29 October 2011, during the VI Plenary Session, Palermo 

 

The Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean, 

a) Considering that the UN Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action sees Domestic 

Violence  (A/CONF.177/20), adopted on 17 October 1995, as a serious infringement of 

human rights and notes that violence against women is an obstacle to the achievement of 

the objectives of equality, development and peace, 

b) Bearing in mind that the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination 

against Women (CEDAW) (A/RES/34/180) adopted on 18 December 1979, and the 

related Additional Protocol (A/RES/54/4) signed on 6 October 1999, establishes a set of 

behaviours that constitute discriminatory action against women, 

c) Recalling that the International Day for the Elimination of Violence against Women is 

celebrated on 25 November each year,  

d) Noting that the World Health Organisation deems domestic violence to be a serious 

public health problem, 

e) Recognising that there are also costs in the labour market through women taking sick 

leave, being less productive and even leaving or losing their jobs because of violence at 

home, 

f) Recognising that domestic violence affects societies in a general way, in particular their 

more vulnerable groups such as women, young people, children, the elderly and people 

with special needs, 

g) Highlighting that the Millennium Development Goals (A/RES/55/2) adopted in 2000, 

established clear criteria in fundamental areas for combating domestic violence and 

gender discrimination, 
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h) Considering the various resolutions of the General Assembly of the United Nations, and 

the reports of the Secretary-General of the UN, on “eliminating domestic violence against 

women” that emphasise the role of States and of the International Community in 

combating this scourge, 

i) Welcoming the creation, in 2010, of UN WOMEN and the platform 

www.endvawnow.org, 

j) Having regard to the publication by UN WOMEN “Progress of the World‟s Women 

2011-2012: In pursuit of Justice” published on 6 July 2011 calling for more progress with 

regard to criminalising domestic violence (outlawed in 125 countries), marital rape 

(considered a criminal offence in only 52 countries - none of which are part of the MENA 

region) and sexual harassment in the work place, as well as supporting an increase of 

women in the police force, in law enforcement units and the judiciary which have proved 

to correlate positively with the reporting of domestic violence and sexual assaults, 

k) Encouraging the exchange of experiences on the social platform “Say NO-UNiTE” 

regarding actions implemented by civil society in combating violence against women, 

l) Recalling the existence of the UN Trust Fund to end Violence against Women established 

by United Nations resolution A/Res/50/166 in 1996, 

m) Highlighting the resolution of the European Parliament of 5 April 2011 on priorities and 

outline of a new EU policy framework to fight violence against women (A7- 0065/2010), 

that appeals to the European Union to put forward a European directive and a plan of 

action on violence against women and to guarantee the protection of the victims and the 

legal punishment of perpetrators, 

n) Emphasising that the European Council of December 2009 approved the Stockholm 

Programme, which defines priorities in the field of freedom, security and justice and 

establishes a framework for the resolution of many of the problems associated with 

violence against women, 

o) Highlighting that the future European Strategy to Combat Violence against Women 

(2010/2209(INI) aims to eradicate all forms of violence against women and strengthen 

the system for prevention, protection of the victims and effective punishment of the 

perpetrators within the European Union, 

p) Stressing that the European Strategy for Equality between Men and Women 2010-2015, 

adopted on 21 September 2010, and based on COM/(2010)491 final, SEC(2010) 1079 

and SEC(2010) 1080], lays down the commitments of the European Commission on this 

matter and focuses on the five priorities defined in the Women‟s Charter, reinforcing 

dignity, integrity and the end to gender violence through a specific framework for action, 

http://www.endvawnow.org/
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/FindByProcnum.do?lang=en&procnum=INI/2010/2209
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q) Recalling that the recommendations of the Committee of Ministers of the Member States 

of the Council of Europe Rec (2002)5 reveal that domestic violence essentially has a 

gender component and that it mainly affects women, 

r) Noting the adoption by Arab Women of a strategy to fight violence against women in 

December 2009 in Tunis, as well as the conclusions of the conference on “The fight 

against violence against women: consecrating universal values” held in Tunis on 8-9 

March 2010,  
 

s) Noting with concern the difficulties that Palestinian women living under Occupation are 

facing on the social, economical, educational fronts. as indicated in the 2011 UNFPA 

report on Maternal Mortality in Palestine. 
 
 

t) Recalling the adoption by the IPU of a resolution on “How parliaments can and must 

promote effective ways of combating violence against women in all fields” during its 

114
th
 Assembly in Nairobi, Kenya, on 12 May 2006 and its subsequent campaign and 

programme of work to support parliaments in their efforts to end violence against women 

launched in 2008, 
 

u) Recalling the adoption by PAM, of the resolution on “Achieving equality” during its V
th 

Plenary Session held in Morocco on 30 October 2010, where it is emphasised that a 

greater participation of women in government and politics strengthens democracy and 

gives rise to a more prosperous and balanced society, 
 

I. Condemns all forms of domestic violence, given that it represents a serious attack against 

a person‟s life, dignity, security, physical, psychological and social wellbeing and 

economic development; 

II. Recalls that domestic violence affects the core of our societies, the family, in a very 

particular way; 

III. Recognises that equality of opportunities for men and women and the protection of 

fundamental rights are essential for peace, democracy and economic development; 

IV. Considers it essential to adopt National Plans to combat domestic violence that are based 

on prevention, information, support and the subsequent reintegration of victims and the 

punishment of perpetrators; 

V. Calls for the ratification of the Convention of the Council of Europe on preventing and 

combating violence against women and domestic violence (STCE n° 210) , and the 

adoption of the measures contained in it at a national level; 

VI. Calls PAM countries States to make better use of the UN Trust Fund to end Violence 

against Women; 

http://conventions.coe.int/Treaty/Commun/QueVoulezVous.asp?NT=210&CM=8&DF=&CL=FRE
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VII. Calls for the rapid adoption of the European Strategy to Combat Violence against 

Women; 

VIII. Calls on civil society to pay more attention to this problem, in particular its underlying 

causes, encouraging it to fight against domestic violence from the point of view of 

preventing and helping the victims;  

IX. Notes that awareness programmes in schools, universities, the media and religious 

confessions are an essential tool in the fight against domestic violence; 

X. Applauds the vital role of NGOs operating in this area and calls for greater collaboration 

and exchange of information at the national and international level, while encouraging 

States to communicate with and pay more attention to the experience of these 

Organisations; 

XI. Calls on NGOs and State entities to share more information and experiences between 

themselves in order to avoid an unnecessary overlapping of resources and expenses;  

XII. Calls on all PAM parliaments to mark 25 November as International Day for the 

Elimination of Violence against Women, 

XIII. Urges PAM Member States to: 

1. Assess the existing legal framework regarding domestic violence with the aim of 

updating it in accordance with the good practices which already exist in various 

countries and the experiences of NGOs, as well as the Convention on preventing and 

combating violence against women and domestic violence of the Council of Europe; 

2. Adopt policies of effective gender equality, particularly in access to education, 

employment and public life; 

3. Legislate to make domestic violence a public and criminal crime, as well as to outlaw 

marital violence and sexual harassment at the workplace; 

4. Provide their legal, police and social bodies the human, technical and financial 

resources necessary to effectively combat all forms of domestic violence;  

5. Invest in the training and qualification of police and security forces, judicial 

magistrates, lawyers, healthcare professionals and social workers, specialising them to 

work in this field, support the recruitment of more women in police and security force, 

as well as in the judiciary, as a tool to ensure reporting of sexual assaults and domestic 

violence cases;  

6. Raise awareness among political decision makers in order to improve their knowledge 

of the reality; 

7. Promote awareness campaigns to make victims more aware of their rights; 

8. Reinforce the measures for supporting victims, in particular shelters and other support 

structures; 
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9. Guarantee the reintegration of victims into society through specific social and 

economic benefits and their empowerment, whilst encouraging women to be 

financially independent providing with the necessary family support structures; 

10. Change the social and economic perceptions that still allow early school leaving, the 

marriage of minors and female genital mutilation; 

11. Consolidate measures to support education, in particular scholarships for young 

victims of domestic violence; 

12. Prevent violence against the elderly and people with special social needs through 

specific social support; 

13. Legislate to guarantee the suppression of perpetrators through suitable coercive 

measures that prevent the continuation of the crime; 

14. Legislate to modernise the so-called „family codes‟ and punish „honour crimes‟; 

15. Allocate, whenever possible, funds and other support to NGOs that combat domestic 

violence; 

16. Simplify certain legal procedures, in particular those related to divorce and the custody 

of minors in domestic violence cases; 

17. Cooperate with one another bearing in mind a better exchange of information on 

legislation, good practice, victim protection and the punishment of perpetrators;  

18. Ensure the necessary studies for analysing, understanding and combating domestic 

violence are carried out; 

19. Disseminate knowledge of this phenomenon for a greater awareness of all agents 

involved and for a better identification of and to combat domestic violence using clear 

and coherent early warning mechanisms;  

20. Guarantee the critical assessment of the policies for supporting the victims and for the 

effective punishment of the perpetrators. 

21. Give special consideration to the disabled who are more vulnerable. Studies reveal that 

disabled women are twice as likely to be victims of domestic violence compared to 

women who are not disabled. 

22. Encourage the Standing Committees of their National Parliaments to take into 

consideration and adopt the proposals of this resolution. 

 


